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A group of Hockinson third graders 
spent three weeks over the summer ex-
ploring a reading rainforest.

It was one of three programs funded 
with $23,133 in Title 1 reallocation funds 
that the state awarded to the District late 
in the 2014-15 school year. The other 
funds went toward professional develop-
ment for teachers and a curriculum for 
struggling readers.

Teachers Cary Delbridge and Stacie 
Johnson developed the reading rainforest 
program and offered it to third graders 
who needed a boost in their confidence 
and reading ability.

Seven children accepted the invitation 
to participate in the program, which 
spanned three weeks. While learning 
about animals that live in rainforests, 

First, some exciting news: Your High 
School will be fully paid for on Dec. 1! 
This will mark the final payment on the 
$16.1 million bond District voters ap-
proved in March 2000. 

But here in Hockinson, we never stand 
still. You have probably noticed many 
changes taking place across the School 
District—thanks to the $39.9 million 
bond our community approved in 
February.

Hockinson Middle School

The Middle School construction project 

students learned how to read for infor-
mation in fiction and nonfiction, and 
how to decode vocabulary using context 
and other basic skills.

“We feel like we made some real prog-
ress,” said Delbridge, who with Johnson 
previously worked as a reading specialist. 
“We talked with their parents and gave 
them tools, so they could work on them 
for the rest of the summer.”

Now Delbridge and Johnson are using 
the rainforest program with their first 
graders and planning to invite their 
summer school students, now fourth 
graders, for a visit.

“They will be teachers to our first 
graders,” Delbridge said. “They will tell 
us something they learned.”

Students visit a reading rainforest 

HSD facilities projects proceed 

MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR

Happy to be back, Middle School students compare their daily schedules on the first day of school.

Hockinson Heights teachers created a 
rainforest-themed program to encourage 
young readers.

Preparation for the new High School athletic 
fields is under way.  
(Photo courtesy of Cascadia Ecological Services.)
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(360) 448-6400 
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Hockinson School District 

visit our web page at: 
www.hocksd.org
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has taken its first steps forward with 
the relocation of fiber optic lines from 
the site of the new Middle School. The 
District has been working with its 
construction manager to finalize edu-
cational specifications for the building, 
design phase one site work and complete 
a traffic study. In September, the Board 
approved a Value Engineering Report, 
which opens the door to $7 million in 
state funding assistance. More Middle 
School construction-related work will 
begin later this school year, once county 
permitting is complete.

continued inside

Soup with the Supe
Would you like to learn more about 

facilities projects? Do you have ideas 
for creating more opportunities for 
Hockinson students? Mark your 
calendar for Soup with the Supe at 
noon Nov. 12, Jan. 14 or March 10! 
Superintendent Sandra Yager invites 
you to the District Office for a hot bowl 
of soup and warm conversation about 
School District activities. 



ABOUT OUR STUDENTS
ENROLLMENT
1,905*

GENDER
Male 52.7%

Female 47.3%

2014-15 ASSESSMENT RESULTS
HOCKINSON (STATE)

GRADE SBA ELA % SBA MATH %

3rd 51.5 (52.0) 55.5 (56.6)

4th 55.8 (54.5) 48.7 (54.0)

5th 66.1 (57.5) 46.3 (48.0)

6th 54.7 (53.9) 46.0 (45.5)

7th 59.4 (56.8) 47.4 (48.0)

8th 47.1 (56.8) 55.0 (46.1)

11th 53.6 (26.2) 22.8 (13.6)

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MESSAGE

COMMUNITY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Hockinson families are saving money 
this year, thanks to a fee waiver approved 
in June by the School Board. 

Fees had been implemented a few years 
ago at a time of declining enrollment 
and state budget cuts to cover the cost of 
classes that came with significant materi-
al expenses—such as art, elective and AP 
science, wood tech, drama and film study. 
The cost was $25 per class, and added up to 
$12,225 in 2014-15.

Because the new state schools budget 
allocates more money for materials, sup-
plies and operating costs, Superinten-
dent Sandra Yager suggested the District 

should eliminate the fees, and the Board  
concurred.

Dear Community Members,
Our students and teachers are back 

in their classrooms, our sports teams 
are on the courts and fields, and our 
musicians are back to making music. 
We are energized to embark on anoth-
er great year in Hockinson. Welcome 
back, everyone!

We are pleased to send you this fall 
newsletter updating you with infor-
mation on facilities, state testing, up-
coming events and more. Plus, we are 
including a short report that includes 
our student and teacher demograph-
ics, and test scores.

Our District has many exciting times 
ahead as we implement new curricula 
and programming while working to 
improve existing facilities and break 
ground on new ones that will last long 
into the future. 

Through it all, our focus remains on 
preparing all of our students for life-
long success. 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Yager

Waiver saves families money 2015 REPORT TO OUR COMMUNITY

HSD facilities projects proceed
continued from page 1

Hockinson High School

At the High School, a bid is out for the 
new band room, wrestling room, baseball 
field, soccer fields and tennis courts, plus 
public restrooms, seating and security up-
grades to the main sports field. Grading 
has begun in preparation for the new ath-
letic fields, and related wetland mitigation 
is nearly complete with replacement wet-
lands slated for planting in late autumn or 
early winter. 

Hockinson Heights Elementary

The Elementary School master plan is in 
the beginning stages.

***

 As for the capital levy that was approved 
by voters in February 2012, computer 
hardware and software updates, and a 
district technology system supporting 
instruction and communication have 
been completed in 2015, and the District 
has acquired iPads, so one is available for 
every student. Remaining items will be 
finished in 2016. 

Hockinson Community Education has 
some great classes this fall. Look on our web-
site for more information on the following 
classes and more:  
•	 Girls Custom Skirt 3 tier Maxi/

Fashion Show (NEW)
•	 LEGO®s Club (NEW)
•	 QuickStart After School Basketball 

(NEW)
•	 Jazzercise (adults)
•	 Tiny Tigers (ages 5-8)

•	 Tae Kwon Do (ages 9-adult)
•	 Men’s Basketball (adult men)
•	 Art From the Heart
•	 Clark County Youth Wrestling
•	 Youth Basketball League
Youth Basketball registration forms will 

be distributed to schools in early October 
for boys and girls in grades 3-8. Deadline for 
early bird registrations is Oct. 31, and the sea-
son starts the week of Nov. 30 with games on 
Saturdays in January and February.

For more information on any of our  
classes, visit our website at www.hocksd.
org/Community/Community_Education,  
or call Janet Hawkins, Hockinson Commu-
nity Education at 448-6480. (Note: We now 
offer online class registration and accept 
credit card payments.)

In the 2014-15 school year, Hockinson School District had 
1,905 students and 101 classroom teachers. 

Ninety-nine percent of Hockinson’s teachers met the cri-
teria of being highly qualified, meaning they held at least 
a bachelor’s degree from a four-year institution, were fully 
certificated or licensed by the state, and demonstrated com-
petence in each core academic subject area  in which they 
taught.

Our teachers had an average of 11.96 years of teaching expe-
rience, and 75.7 percent had earned at least a master’s degree. 

The release of our state testing scores in August brought 
some good news to the Hockinson School District: Grades 4 
through 7 and grade 11 English Language Arts/Literacy scores 
were above the state average, as were math scores in grades 6, 8 
and 11. Our Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) science 
and End of Course (EOC) biology scores also were above the 
state average.

Most of the District’s other scores were within a few per-
centage points of the state average and likely would have been 
higher without some technology glitches experienced in the 
District. “These were good results for our first year with this 
new test, and we are really proud of our students,” said Super-
intendent Sandra Yager. “As students receive additional years 
of instruction aligned to the new standards, we are confident 
that test results across all grades will improve.” 

The Smarter Balanced Assessment system was implement-
ed last spring to fulfill state-mandated testing of students in 
grades 3 through 8, 10 and 11. Because the assessment required 
students to adapt to the new, significantly higher Common 
Core State Standards, it was expected that scores would be 
lower than before, and the 2015 scores are considered a brand-
new baseline for individuals and districts.

Please bear in mind that test scores are only a starting point 
for discussions about the performance of students and schools. 
They do not necessarily predict students’ futures and should be 
considered with other sources of information, such as student 
portfolios and conversations with your child’s teachers.

Our goal is to help students meet the new standards, so they 
will graduate with the knowledge and skills that will make 
them competitive with other students across the country and 
around the world. 

High-quality teachers 
drive District success 

Testing update 

DISTRICT REPORT CARD
If you would like more information on our District and 
our accomplishments, see the OSPI website www.k12.
wa.us and click on State Report Card on the righthand 
side of the page. Then type Hockinson in the search 
box. When you arrive at the HSD page, select 2014-15 
for the most recent update. 

Middle School student Ethan Moen’s artwork 
was displayed at Vancouver’s Gallery 360.

ETHNICITY
American Indian/
Alaska Native

.3%

Asian/Pacific 
Islander

1.9%

Black .7%

Hispanic 4.4%

White 90.1%

Two or more races 2.6%
*based on October 2014 head count

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Adjusted 4-Year Cohort Graduation Rate (Class of 2014) 89.9%

Adjusted 5-Year Cohort Graduation Rate (Class of 2013) 93.3%

GRADE MSP SCIENCE EOC BIOLOGY

5th 77.2 (63.3) N/A

8th 76.2 (60.6) N/A

10th N/A 77.5 (72.2)

Would you like to teach a class?  
We are looking for instructors to teach new 
class offerings. Please contact Community 

Education at 448-6480 for more information.


